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Witness  Interrogation  Affidavit 


At  Khabarovsk 


March  28,  1946 


I.  Col.  of  Justice  Ivanof,  Assistant  Prosecutor  for  tho  USSH 

TXT’'*-'™1  ^ 

criTnli  UZ  ZJ n"'coril°* t0  Artlcle  95  »f 


1.  Name:  Kazuna  0T3UB0 

3.  Ago:  61 


3.  Official  Position:  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Third  front  of  the 

Kwantung  Army 

4.  Political  Affiliations:  None 

5.  Present  Location:  Khabarovsk 


fal.ei.t,!tl4!:°aIlCOf  th*  ™»PM«iMllty  of  tho  witness  for 

tlon  are  an,ch.rt>%Me ^Interpretor-officr's  '«  intorprota- 


Kazuma  OTSUBO 


A. 


Mrd  ^“.wP  y°V0<,n  *"  «*>»  =errlc.  of  tho  Japanese  hrny?  What 
4ve  yL e4uC'tlon  havo  you  ’■eoeiv.i!  In  what  position 

'  '“PP?  ‘I”  aCtlvo  ,»rvl‘:8  tn  1918-  1  eradnated  from  the  Military 

T^»r  t  •  tr‘6  8Tr  yr,tir*  Hnl  froffi  tho  -Army  Staff  Lolloge  in  1930 
crC(r3  &  '*•“?>£*/  Commander  of  tho  Third  Mountain  Artillery 
S’ »«  «».  1  88™d  in  tho  Military  iffalr.  S^o- 

llrZ  2  Jo  **  i?i6try  ***■  fron  1936  t0  193?.  ^  the  Field  Artil- 
ancinBtructor  in  tactics.  In  3937,  I  was  transferred 

iroro  lgSJ^i^JJo80?*1011  °f  the  L'e0artrent  of  Military  Education. 

5V°”  1,0  -9i9'  1  served  as  r.  staff-officer  of  the  Middle  China 

Artinsrvn?ry,frr‘y,.and  fr0m  :93q  t0  ly*°’  1  Bjrved  a^in  in  the 
to  1010  yr°v  i0n  0f  the  Do5art-!pnt  of  Military  Education.  From  1941 
From  \  3?^6  c°mnar'?er  of  Cillery  regiment  in  North  China, 
of  t0,19'-j*  ••  3''*‘™d  -a  >13  Artillery  Section  of  tho  Deoartmen 

lUi'lt  ?T  f  k*0  I  wa.  Chief  of  the  Keavj 

front  /  l0h00j--  -n  ..94m,  *  o'ea-e  ^hiof  of  Staff  of  the  Third 
.  t.ie  port  of  which  i  hvld  as  ay  laot  duty  in  the  Army. 
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Q.  From  when  end  to  what  time  hava  you  been  in  Bervice  in  Manchuria? 

A.  From  March  to  Auyu'-t,  1945,  until  I  was  internod  by  the  Soviet  Army. 

have  you  never  been  in  servico  in  Manchuria  before  that? 

A.  I  was  the  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  23rd  Division  under  the  command  of 
the  Sixth  Army,  Hailar,  for  eleven  months  ir.  1942-43.  The  then 
Oomranders  of  the  Sixth  Arm;/  were  Lt.-Gens.  KITA  and  ISKIOURO. 

W..en  and  where  waB  the  Second  front  Headquarters  established? 

A.  In  1942,  at  Chichihaerh. 

Q.  Of  what  armies  did  tho  Second  front  consipt? 

A.  It  consisted  of  the  4th  and  tno  Sixth  armies. 

In  what  direction?  were  these  Armies? 

A.  Tho  4th  Army  stationod  in  the  direction  of  Blagoveshchensk  and 
6th  Army  stationed  in  tho  direction  of  3ozzia-Danria. 

When  were  tho  First  front  Headquarters  established  in  Manchuria? 

A.  The  First  front  Koadquarters  were  established  at  tho  same  tine  with 
those  of  the  Second  front,  in  May  or  Juno,  1942. 

Q,.  For  what  reason  were  these  two  fronts  composed  in  Manchuria  in  1942? 
The  Japanese  were  preparing  war  against  Soviet,  weren't  thoy? 

A.  I  heard  that,  as  tho  military  strength  of  the  Kwantung  Army  had  beer 
Increased  owing  to  the  realization  of  the  "Kan-To’iCU-^n"  plan,  frontt 
were  newly  organized  in  ordor  to  make  the  conmandership  easy,  and 
the  Kwantung  Army  Headquarters  took  tho  command  of  those  fronts. 

Q.  How  much  was  the  military  strength  of  the  Kwantung  Army  in  1942? 

A.  The  Kwantung  Army  had  the  military  forces  of  about  fifteen  divisiont 

Wore  there  any  other  army  formations,  for  example,  brigades  or 
general  reservists  corps,  etc.? 

A.  There  were,  besides  eight  Frontier-Guards  detachments  the  front  in 
which  I  served  had  three  Frontier-Guards  detachments,  out  there  wen 
eight  in  all  in  the  Kwantung  Army.  Thore  were  no  brigades  at  the 
time  of  "Kan-Toku-En" ,  but  Just  before  the  war  was  opened,  the 
Frontier-Guaras  were  reorganized  into  brigades  and  thus  ten  origado; 
were  formed. 


PURL :  http  ://ww w.  legal- tools .  org/doc/d490cf/ 


I 


Doc.  Wo.  1981  ?^-e  3 


ft.  Whon  and  from  whom  did  you  near  about  the  "Kan-Toku-En"  plant 

A.  In  July,  1941,  when  I  wa»  In  service  of  tho  Artillery  ksctioi*.  of 
the  Department  of  Military  Education.  I  saw  the  name  of  tne  plan 
on  the  documents  which  wero  sent  to  there  from  the  War  Ministry. 

ft.  Wnat  measures  wae  tho  Department  of  Military  Education  compelled 
to  take  by  the  plan  of  the  "Kan-Tolcu-En"? 

A.  The  special  purposo  of  the  "Kan-Tolcu-En"  plan  wae  the  speedy  train¬ 
ing  of  troops  for  the  emergency  of  war.  It  was  difficult  to  prac¬ 
tice  tho  training  in  the  Japanese  homeland. 

•  s  •  • 

ft.  Were  thoso  tho  troops  prepared  for  the  war  against  Soviet  according 
to  tho  nlan  of  the  " Kan-Tolcu-En"  in  1941-427 

A.  These  were  the  troops  to  be  used,  for  example,  in  the  wars  against 
Soviet,  the  United  Staten,  or  Britain,  according  to  tho  changes  in 
international  situation. 

ft.  Against  what  country  was  Manchuria  a  basis  for  war? 

A.  Kanchuria  was  the  basis  for  war  against  Soviet  and  China.  It  was 
important  for  war  against  U.S.  too. 

ft.  Was  it  prearranged,  in  the  "Kan-Tolcu-En"  plan,  to  aso^lote  the  con¬ 
striction  of  railways  as  well  as  of  warehouses  necessary  for  the 
supply  of  munitions  and  foods  to  the  Kwantung  Army? 

A.  Though  I  don't  know  much  about  tne  "Kan-Toku-En"  plan,  I  think  such 
mattors  wero  prearranged.  As  the  measures  prearranged  in  the  plan 
were  kept  in  eocrecy,  I  don't  l~.ow  them  exactly. 

ft.  Was  tno  designation,  "Kan-Toku-En",  a  cipher  for  the  measure  for 
the  increase  and  strengthening  of  the  Kwantung  Arne*? 

A.  Tho  moaning  of  this  deoignation  is  the  special  manoeuvre!  of  the 
Kwantung  Army.  The  men  who  were  sent  to  Manchuria  from  home  in 
1941,  according  to  this  plan,  were  told  that  they  were  going  to 
have  a  special  manoeuvre. 

ft.  Then,  were  the  concentration  and  the  strategic  deployment  of 

military  forces  in  Manchuria  kept  ?n  secrecy  even  to  the  Japanese 
enlisted  men  transported  to  Kznchuria? 

A.  Tire  increase  of  the  Kwantung  A-'iy  was  racret  to  the  enlisted  men. 

ft.  How  much  was  the  Kwantung  Army  increased  by  the  "Kan-Tolcu-En"  plan? 
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In  — #41 ,  the  military  formations  of  the  Kwunt’uig  Army  wer3  put  into 
tne  wartime  organization, the  deployment  of  the  troono  wac  a  strategic 
one.  The  increased  strength  was  somo  300,000  men  and  the  total  nun- 
berod  about  600,000. 

Was  each  division  of  the  Kwontung  Army  mainlv  arranged  to  tne 
quarters  in  strategic  directions  nost  important  in  tho  war  .against 
Soviet? 

A.  Yes,  all  divisions  were  stationed  at  the  places  mainly  strategic 
important  in  the  war  against  Soviet. 

Q.  Can  you  cone  to  the  conclusion  that  the  commander- in- chief  of  the 
Japanece  Army  made  the  stratogic  deployment  of  the  Kwantung  Arnv  in 
1941,  for  the  war  against  Soviet? 

A.  Yen;  according  to  ny  private  opinion,  this  strategic  deployment  was 
cade  for  the  war  against  Soviet. 

Q.  Were  the  Headquarters  of  the  First  and  the  Second  fronts  established 
in  conjunction  with  these  circumstances? 

A.  Yes;  I  think  the  Headquarters  of  the  Firr.t  and  the  Second  fronts  of 
the  Kwantung  Army  in  Manchuria  were  organized  in  connection  with  the 
strategic  deployment  of  the  troops. 

'’here  was  the  HKar.-Toku-3n"  plan  made? 

A.  In  tne  Japanese  Array  Goneral  Staff. 


Q,.  Who  was  the  Chief  of  the  Japanese  Array  General  Staff  at  the  tine  of 
the  naking  of  the  "Xan-Toku-En"  plan? 

A.  The  Chief  of  the  Army  General  Staff  was  Gen.  S0GIYAKA.  The  Chief 
of  the  Army  General  Staffs  Uilit  \ry  Operations  Department  was  Major¬ 
can.  TANAKA  Rhinichi.  The  Var  Minister  of  tne  Konoe  Cabinet,  the 
then  Cabinet,  was  General  T0J0. 

Q,.  ^ae  there,  at  that  tine,  any  agreement  that  Japan  should  enter  the 
War  on  the  side  of  Germany  and  Italy? 

A.  I  iiave  heard  of  the  military  alliance  among  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy, 
out  I  don*  t  know  the  eubBtance. 

Q.  v'ae  ths  Anti-Commintern  Pact  which  was  concluded  e.eong  Japan,  Germany 
and  Italy  in  1935  an  anti-Soviet  pact? 

A.  I  think  it  was  anti-Soviet. 

0,.  Vner.  were  the  Third  front  Headquarters  established? 
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A.  Tho  Third  front  Headquarters  were  organized  in  September,  1943,  at 
ChiChihar,  in  place  of  the  Second  front  which  had  gone  to  the  South. 

ft.  Did  the  Armies  and  Divisions  of  the  Second  front  ronain  in  Manchuria? 

A.  All  the  Armies  and  Divisions  of  tho  former  Second  front  refined  in 
Manchuria  in  1943,  and  car.a  under  the  coc  iand  of  the  Third  front  stafi 

ft.  From  where  did  the  ordero  about  the  organization  of  tho  First, 

Second  and  Third  fronts  cor.o?  From  tho  Army  General  Staff  Office  or 
the  War  Ministry? 

A.  According  to  my  opinion,  it  came  from  tho  Army  General  Staff. 

ft.  Who  made  the  replenishment?  Was  it  tho  Army  General  Staff  or  the 
war  Ministry? 

A.  The  replenishment  plan  was  made  by  the  Arm}'  General  Staff.  The  War 
Ministry  guided  its  practice. 

ft.  Was  it  the  War  Ministry  tnat  put  the  "Kan-Toku-En"  plan  made  by  the 
Army  General  Staff  into  operation? 

A.  I  think  so. 

ft.  What  do  you  know  about  the  surprise  attack  plans  made  by  the  Japanese 
Army  against  Soviet  in  1942  and  1943? 

A.  At  tho  first  stage  of  the  war  against  Soviet,  the  First  front  was  to 
attack  an<?  occuny  the  Soviet  haritine  Province.  Tho  Fourth  Army  of 
the  Second  front,  by  engaging  in  the  diversional  movement  in  the 
Blagoveshchensk  District,  was  to  cut  off  the  Trans-Siberia  Main  Line, 
givo  a  blow  to  this  supply  line,  and  facilitate  the  action  of  the 
First  front  which  was  in  charge  of  the  most  inroortant  duty.  The  duty 
of  the  Sixth  Army  was  to  hold  tho  Red  Army  from  invading  into  Man¬ 
churia  from  Zabaikalye  and  engage  in  the  defensive  action. 

ft.  Were  these  plans  of  the  Kwanuing  Army  offensive  plans? 

A.  Yes,  in  the  eastern  district,  the  plane  of  operations  against  Soviet 
wore  offensive. 

ft.  Were  these  plans  effective  till  the  spring  of  1944? 

A.  Yon,  these  plans  wore  effective  till  the  spring  of  1944. 

ft.  What  was  the  plan  of  hostile  operations  against  Soviet  made  by  the 
Sixth  Army  ;\nd  the  Second  front  in  1942  and  1943? 
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A.  In  August,  1943,  a  conference  concerning  the  military  operations 
against  the  U.S.S.R,  wao  held  at  the  Headquarters  of  the  6th  Army, 
Kailar.  At  that  tine,  I  attended  the  conference  an  the  ClUef  of 
Staff  of  the  23rd  Divioion.  The  chairman  of  the  conference  was 
MaJ. -General  IG^A,  the  then  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  6th  Army. 

Ii.  horo  you  the  only  ooroon  attendod  the  conference  a*  tho  divielonal 
Chief  of  Staff? 

A.  Yea,  I  was  the  only  person. 

Q.  For  what  reason? 

A.  At  that  time,  there  was  only  ono  division  in  the  6th  Arny.  Besides 
tnat,  there  were  frontior-gu&rdo  detachrconts. 

Speak  :.ore  minutely  about  the  conference. 

A.  As  the  Kwar.tung  Arny  was  to  take  the  offenoive  in  the  areas  of  the 

Maritime  Province  during  tho  first  step  of  tho  war  against  the  U.S.S.. 
the  6th  Army  wao  to  go  on  the  defensive  in  its  area.  Therefore, 
through  the  first  two  days  of  tho  conference,  the  plan  of  defence  in 
the  area  of  the  6th  Army  wae  discussed.  It  was  the  scheme  of  the 
commander  that  we  were  to  fight  to  death  against  the  enemy  in  the 
Zabaikalye  Area  until  new  divisions  would  arrive  to  the  Second  front. 
On  the  third  day  of  the  conference,  the  offensive  operation  was 
studied.  The  operation  was  to  be  executed  by  the  Front  and  tho  Arny, 
reinforced  by  new  formations.  In  this  occasion,  the  2nd  front  wao 
to  attack  in  the  direction  of  'hits.  Tr.e  commander's  plan  was,  after 
concentrating  the  main  body  in  the  area  of  Hailar,  to  make  an  attack 
from  the  southern  district  of  Lake  Dalai noor  by  an  encirclement  move¬ 
ment,  behind  tho  right  wing  of  the  Zabaikalyo  front  and  advance  to 
3orsi=  Area,  destroying  the  enemy  forces  and  cutting  off  their  retrea1 

Q.  Were  there  sufficient  military  forces  in  the  Area  Army  for  attaining 
tr.e  purpose  of  operations  in  1942-43? 

A.  At  least  twenty  divisions  were  required  in  order  to  achieve  the  ob¬ 
jective  of  attack  in  the  area  of  Chita.  However,  our  strength  in 
this  area  was  sufficient  Just  to  make  a  strong  resistance.  Therefore 
in  order  to  attack,  reinforcement  of  between  fifteen  and  twenty  divi¬ 
sions  from  other  areas  wao  necessary.  The  rogrouping  of  the  Xwanturu. 
Army  could  be  done  only  after  the  occupation  of  the  Soviet  liaritimo 
Province  and  the  accomplishment  of  the  initial  stage  of  war. 

I  wish  that  the  map  drawn  by  me  showing  the  defensive  operations  of 
tho  6th  Army,  belonging  to  the  second  front,  at  the  first  stage  of 
the  war  against  Soviot  in  1943  and  also  the  map  showing  the  offonsive 
operations  of  the  Second  front  at  the  second  stage  of  the  war  against 
Soviot,  after  the  occupation  of  the  Maritime  Province  war  attained 
successfully,  and  the  military  forces  of  betwoen  ten  and  twenty  divi¬ 
sions  were  transferred  to  the  direction  of  Chita,  were  attached  to 
this  brief  interrogation  affidavit. 
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Q.  When  did  Lieut. -Gen.  KITA  cotnand  the  6th  Arc iy? 


0 


A. 


I  do  not  remunbor  exactly,  but  I 
1941  to  1342.  It  wan  Lieut,  "on 
KITA, 


think  he  cons  anded  the  Army  from 
I3HI0UR0  who  succeeded  LiPut.-Gon. 


A. 


W  WHS  the  plan  of  operations  of  the  3rd  front  when  you  were  the 
Chief  of  Stnfi  of  that  front  in  19--5? 

In  1945,  the  duty  of  the  3rd  front  wa«  to  interrupt  the  advance  of 
tr.o  Soviet  Aray  in  the  vicinity  of  Cnaonan,  Wuchakow,  and  Tungliao 
I  'l'r‘ch'fria-  According  to  the  pl»  n  of  operations  in  1S45,  the  main 
third  fr0nt  Bhould  *»■*»  up  positions  in  the  districts 
"  Sgupingchieh,  and  Hoinking,  and  if  the  enemies  would  come 

*o  attack,  should  destroy  then  in  tceso  districts. 

The  fundamental  principles  of  toe  plan  of  operations  for  the  war 
agair.s -  Soviet  in  1945  wore  as  follows: 


Ca3R  nain  forcee  of  tho  Soviet  Army  would  attack  the 
J}  ^r:r”  in  ''he  vicinity  of  Mukden,  the  Japanese  Army  was  to  givo 
a  blow  to  the  enemy's  loft  win?  with  the  largest  possible  nilitarv 
strength.  For  this  purposo,  tho  30th  Army  from  the  Heinking  dis-‘ 
^rict  and  tne  39th  Division  and  the  9th  Tank  Brigade  from  tho 
Ssupingchioh  district  were  to  attack  the  Bed  Armies  with  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  annihilating  them  in  short  tine. 

2.  In  case  the  enemy  would  attack  the  30th  Army  in  Hsinking  with 
ts  main  forces,  tho  blow  to  the  enemy's  wing  was  to  be  dealt  by 

tne  44th  Army,  the  39th  Division  and  tho  9th  Tank  Brigade. 

3.  In  case  the  main  forces  of  the  Soviet  Army  would  attack 
Ssupingchieh,  tho  Japanese  Army  was  to  give  an  enveloping  attack 
to  ootn  wings  of  the  enemy.  In  this  case,  by  the  attack  cf  the 
JCtn  Army  from  Hsinking  and  that  of  the  44th  Army  from  I-hikder., 

we  should  promptly  annihilate  the  Soviet  troops  ir.  the  battlefield 
in  short  time. 


If  we  could  drive  back  tno  Rod  Army  units  in  the  district  of 
tr.e  Dairen-r.8inking  Railway  Line,  the  Jepc.e^e  Army  was  to  attempt 
with  one  part  of  Its  military  forces,  to  pursue  the  enemy  promptly 
along  the  Herb in -Ha via?  Hallway,  to  etirck  along  tho  Chaonan- 
dhaionarehar.  Ba1  lwav  v;ith  its  main  forces,  then  to  advance  through 
Choi  Coloan  to  the  vicinity  of  Olovyruaiya  and  Xarymskaya  in  the 
oeviet  territory,  ar.d  to  destroy  the  enemy  by  interrupting  the 
enemy's  retreat. 

5.  I i  we  should  to  driven  back  ty  the  confronting  enemy,  the 
-r.ird  front  wan  tc  retreat,  with  ite  main  forces  to  the  vicinity 
0l  th®  line  uf  Diu.io ,  Ksingking  and  Huar.chchen,  to  prevent  the 
enemy's  advance  and  form  a  plan  for  holding  out  with  the  utmost 
effort. 
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Q.  When  did  Lieut. -Gon.  KITA  command  the  Gth  ArcyT 


» 

IX. 


I  do  not  rem^mbor  exactly,  but  I 
1941  to  1942.  It  wan  Lieut. -Gen 
KITA. 


'  hink  he  cocr  anded  the  Army  from 
I3HIGUR0  who  succeeded  Li6ut.-Gen. 


Wiiat  was  the  plan  of  oporotione  of  the  3rd  front 
Chief  of  Staff  of  that  front  in  19-'£? 


when  you  were  the 


A. 


1e45’  thf  duty  of  tho  3rd  front  wa<!  to  interrupt  the  advance  of 
the  Soviet  Army  in  the  vicinity  of  Chuonan,  Wuchakov,  and  Tungliao 
y.  Jichuria.  According  to  the  pl» n  of  operations  in  1946,  the  main 
f°r®e*  of  t20  third  front  should  tike  up  positions  in  tho  districts 
of  Mukden,  Siupingchieh,  and  Hotnklng,  and  if  the  enemiea  would  cone 
“°  attack,  should  destroy  ther.  in  tceso  districts. 


Tne  fundamental  principles  of  t.ie  plan  of  operations  for  the 
agair.st  Soviet  in  1945  were  aB  follows: 


war 


Ca3R  tn°  Daln  forceG  of  tho  Soviet  Army  would  attack  the 
t Army  in  the  vicinity  of  Mukden,  the  Japanese  Army  was  to  give 
a  blow  to  the  enemy' s  loft  wing  with  the  largest  possible  military 
strength.  For  this  purpose,  tho  30th  Army  from  the  Hsinking  die-’ 
trict  and  tne  39th  Division  and  the  9th  Tank  Brigade  from  tho 
oBuningchioh  district  wero  to  attack  the  Red  Armies  with  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  annihilating  then  in  short  time. 

2.  In  case  the  enemy  would  attack  the  30th  Army  in  Hsinking  with 
its  main  iorces,  tho  blow  to  the  enemy's  wing  was  to  bo  dealt  by 
the  44th  Army,  the  39th  Division  and  tho  9th  Tank  Brigade. 

3.  In  case  the  main  forces  of  the  Soviet  Army  would  attack 
bsuplngchieh,  tho  Japanese  Army  was  to  give  an  enveloping  attack 
to  ootn  wings  of  the  enemy'.  In  this  case,  by  the  attack  of  the 
JCth  Army  from  Hsinking  and  that  of  the  44th  Army  from  l-iukder., 

we  should  promptly  annihilate  the  Soviet  troops  ir.  the  battlofield 
in  short  time. 


4.  If  we  could  drive  back  tno  Rod  Army  unite  in  the  district  of 
the  Dai ren-r. 8 inking  Railway  Line,  the  Jepu.e^e  Army  was  to  attempt 
with  one  part  of  Jts  military  forces,  to  pursue  the  enemy  promptly 
along  the  Karbin-Hatlar  Railway,  to  etirck  along  tho  Chaonon- 

rw  °oar8ilaR  ^ Jvrc'  with  twin  forces,  then  to  advance  through 
Choi  Coloan  to  the  vicinity  of  Olovypmaya  and  Xarymskaya  in  the 
ooviet  territory,  and  to  destroy  the  enemy  by  interruoting  the 
enemy's  retreat. 

5.  It  we  should  be  driven  back  by  the  confronting  enocy,  tho 
-n.ird  front  was  tc  retreat,  with  its  main  forces  to  the  vicinity 
of  the  line  of  Liuho,  Kslngking  and  Huf^chchen,  to  prevent  the 

enemy's  advance  and  form  a  plan  for  holding  out  with  the  utmost 
effort. 
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»f  Military  Education  of  th.  Japanese 

A.  Goneral  YAKADA. 


A. 


Q.  Under  whoso  oocracd  was  Gon  YAHitu  „  ...  t 

Military  Education?  ™ *  °  Rector-general  of 

A.  r.c  was  under  direct  control  of  H.I.M.  the  Emperor. 

*■  S!  &Z1  ****  m  «"  *«  «*  “to  Chief  Of 

i-  irjhe9^  £\£T«rr  ““  0CCUPUt  th0  “  poeltlon 

<1.  What  .a.  th.  duty  of  the  Inspect or-6.noral  of  Military  Education! 

S'!!!!'  iUt!'  ?  the  fnspoctor-gonoral  of  KlUtnry  Education 
The  Inspoctor-'en”al "issued"1)^  °f  the  Jap“M,e  “Ultary  oduoatlon. 

ss-.^vs;  r«f 

,h  nt  of  the  Chief  of  StlttT’'  C°U°S8  'mder 

Multar-'rL"  (>ar1'  tako  as  the  Inepector-goneral  of 

tar:  Education  according  to  tho  "Knn-Toku-Er."  plan? 

A'  “rU^*^a""“?f01^rM1P  °"iV  *n  th0  ”U1^  oration  of 
accord! n„  tA  Jh  „£°  education  and  guidance  of  tho  Kvantung  Army 

Uno  Sai  !,i  Pl“'  whlch  W“  *00  plan  of  tlu  front 

lngly  Gon  Ydlum  otly  ^  tae  Chief  of  the  General  Staff.  Accord- 

faterlalc  **  S*“"  with  th, 

4‘  £’*SS£'i£  Ztlr  “*•  ™‘”C  «»  education  of 

e";sIAeduitfUrnirh0f,On;y  th0  naterlttlQ  necessary  for  the  short 
SSSilflttJS  Chicf  0f  the  Gon3rrl  St{lff-  The  Inspector- 

Education  f l0n  ar'81i'30d  le*der6hiP  in  tho  military 

Manchuria  were  educed  °rf*nl*atl011  ^°tine.  Tho  units  in 

ly,  the  hiZn*  *?  .  ao, tho  UnltB  on  a  war  fo°tin§,  and  according¬ 
ly  the  A rr.y enor al  SUfi.  ^  th°  KwantUns  ArD*V  ln  1941  waa  ^ 

Q-  Concretely  speaking,  what  materials  did  Gen.  YAMAHA  off or? 
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A.  They  woro  the  general  materials  for  oducation. 

Kow  were  tho  rocmlted  r.on  which  „  4J  . 

by  about  300, OCC  In  tho  X„antun.-' W  In  1MI  or^odt”  lnC”M:’4 

*•  J?.1?™'  *h;  lr?  conc°™1'V-  tho  "Kan-Ioku-En”  plan  van  mnda  In 

to CclL^r'  “nd  th°  r0CrUU'd  "  «•"  thonaported  fron 

^  «MH°I?lon?  “d’  dUrlne  JUn°  "nd  July-  »“  1»  »  aeorot 

A'  oducational^lovy.  W'  e  ‘  **>  of  an 


Q. 


TV a9bJllaod  ™d  ordered  to  eervo  in  the  Kwantung  Airy 

Till DUltarr  adUC'“1<"'  °r  tad  «-»  W  in 


A-  w‘b«ir^c;“ -4"*- DUitary *»•**« - 

Gonera}  YAl^A  Iobuo  concerning  tho  training  of  tho 
special  attack  corps  (tho  death  band)? 

A’  co^sYtW^th^'  ;?8U°rW  °rd°r  concorni^  the  special  attack 

corning  them  *  1  thlnk  nobody  SRV0  any  apodal  order  con- 

thUe^nitTifii8  !  im°t/artlBe  d°ath  b'tnd8  wcro  orb'anizod,  but 
noje  units  did  not  recoivo  any  special  training. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


wnr^of1  ¥(Xy  Wef°  Jho  Jepanoso  soldiers  trained  for  tho  purpose  of 
I^f/5Sre88l0n  What  °rdor  dld  Gon*  Y^'-ADA  give  whenhe  wao  tho 

Inspector-general  of  Military  Education? 

tJTt^^danental  °bJ°Ct  °f  eduCRtior.  lies  in  training  ooldiers  so 

en€a^°  in  war  without  thinking  of  the  character- 
*lA  V.  thRt  Wfr;  The  ERt°riala  for  spiritual  education  wore  pro¬ 
ne,.  -  .f  8PCcisl  section  in  the  Dopartrent  of  Military  Education, 
h  section  distributed  to  the  troonn  the  oanphlots  in  which  be¬ 
haviours  of  model  soldiers  wore  written. 

^AKL’iDA  who  instructed  the  fundamental  principles  of 
n  on  of  officers,  non-cocmissionod  oificors  and  enlisted  men? 

T’  ^n*  ■lA‘/‘-'T)a  inntnjctod  tho  funda-antal  principles  of  military 
InsS^YV*0  Inc-ef't0r  <*  ki1*  tary  Education.  He  often 

*u£?ion  o?  *  ‘T  <’*“*«*'>.  »*>•  *»t  „  rogarde  thT 

of  HI  l  , ”’lU  1  0:1  '  footing,  Gen.  YJUUTA,  as  the  Chief 
materials^  2jCXLCption'  eont  i/0  tha  Army  General  Staff  only  the 
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Q.  What  wore  th*-*  fundamental  principles  of  spiritual  education  of 

soldiers  concerning  tho  war  against  China,  the  U.S.  and  the  U.S.S.R.7 

A.  Political  educnt? on  wan  not  conducted,  but  spiritual  education  was 
given,  in  which  soldiers  wore  taught  that  thev  should  oboy  orders  of 
superior  officers  and  that  they  should  become  model  soldiers. 

Q.  What  pronagan&a  was  made  regarding  the  right  of  Jaoan  to  take  over 
China? 

A.  Towards  China,  it  was  propagated  that  this  war  had  been  waged  for 
tne  purpose  of  constructing  a  new  order  in  tho  Greater  East  Asia. 

Q.  Who  had  suggested  such  an  education? 

A.  The  fundamental  principle:!  of  such  education  were  instructed  by  the 
War  Minister. 

Who,  among  the  War  Ministers,  ivad  issued  orders  of  such  spiritual 
education  that  Japan  should  be  the  ruler  of  the  Greater  East  Asia? 

A.  War  Minister  TQJO  spoke  about  these  affairs  at  the  assembly  of  Chiefs 
of  Staffs  in  about  1941  and  1942. 

Q.  Who,  among  Japanese  statesmen  and  soldiers,  had  propagated  the  war 
against  Soviet? 

A.  I  think  General  TAHAZA,  who  had  become  tne  Vice-chief  of  the  General 
Staff.  The  War  Minister  and  the  Premier,  etc.,  hud  such  thought. 
Lieut. -General  MURAOKA,  who  was  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Xwantur. 
Array  Just  before  the  Manchurian  Incident  had  such  thought  that  Japan 
urust  solve  her  population  problem  by  seizing  the  natural  resources  i: 
Manchuria. 


By  my  signature,  I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  answer e  are 
of  my  own  writing. 


E.azuma  0TSUB0 

Interrogator:  Col.  of  Justice,  Assistant  Prosecutor  for  the  USSR  at  the 
International  Military  Tribunal,  Tokyo. 

Ivanof . 

Interpreter-Officer:  Lt.  Petrof. 

The  Witness:  KaJ.Gen.  Kasuma  OTSUBC 

Col.  of  Justice,  Assistant  Prosecutor  for  tr.e  U.9.8.R.  at  the  Inter¬ 
national  Military  Tribunal,  Tokyo,  Ivanof. 

Interpreter- officer:  Lt.  Petrof. 

Secretary- st  enograpner 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/d490cf/ 
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A.  Political  education  wan  not  conducted,  hut  opirltual  education  was 
given,  in  which  soldi ere  wore  taught  that  they  should  obey  orders  of 
superior  officoro  and  that  they  should  become  model  soldiers. 

Q.  What  orooagan&a  was  made  regarding  the  right  of  Jaoan  to  take  over 
China? 


A.  Towjirds  China,  it  was  propagated  that  this  war  had  been  waged  for 
tne  purpose  of  constructing  a  new  order  in  tho  Gronter  3nst  Asia. 


Q.  Who  had  suggested  sxich  an  education? 


A.  The  fundamental  principles  of  such  education  wore  instructed  by  the 
War  Minister. 


Who,  among  the  War  Ministers,  nad  issued  orders  of  such  spiritual 
education  that  Japan  should  be  the  rulor  of  the  Greater  East  Asia? 

A.  War  Minister  TQJO  spoke  about  these  affaire  at  the  assembly  of  Chiefs 
of  Staffs  in  about  1941  and  1942. 

Q.  Who,  among  J.  .anose  statesmen  and  soldiers,  had  propagated  tne  war 
against  Soviet? 

A.  I  think  General  TANAKA,  who  had  become  the  Vice-chief  of  the  General 
Staff.  The  War  Minister  and  the  Premier,  etc.,  hud  such  thought. 
Lieut. -General  MURAOKA,  who  woo  the  Commander-In-Chief  of  the  Zwantur. 
Army  Juat  before  the  Manchurian  Incident  hftd  such  thought  that  Japan 
wuat  solve  her  population  problem  by  seizing  the  natural  resources  i: 
Manchuria. 


By  my  signature,  I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  answers  are 
of  my  own  writing. 


Kazuma  OTSUBO 

Interrogator:  Col.  of  Juotice,  Assistant  Prosecutor  for  the  USSR  at  the 
International  Military  Tribunal,  Tokyo. 

Ivanof . 

Interpreter-Officer:  Lt.  Petrof. 

The  Witness:  Kaj.Gen.  Kazuy-A  OTSUBO 

Col.  of  Justice,  Assistant  Prosecutor  for  tr.e  U.S.G.R.  at  the  Inter¬ 
national  Military  Tribunal,  Tokyo,  Ivanof. 

Interpreter-officer:  Lt.  Petrof. 

G  ocretary-  st  enograp/.or 
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In  this  document,  rewriting*,  Insert lone,  and  erasures  are  made 
as  follows: 

1.  page  3.  The  word  "army"  ie  inserted  in  two  places. 

2.  page  6.  Four  letters  of  a  Japanese  word  for  English  “mainly"  are 

inserted. 

3.  page  7.  Two  letters  of  a  Jupanese  word  for  English  "yes"  are  in¬ 

serted. 

4.  page  18.  Two  letters  of  a  Japanese  word  for  English  "spirit"  are 

inserted. 

5.  page  20.  One  letter  of  a  Japanese  word  for  English  "house"  is  re¬ 

written. 

KaJ.  Gen.  Karurna  0TSUB0 
Ivnnof 
Petrof . 


The  Witness: 

Assistant  Prosecutor: 
Interpreter-officer: 
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In  this  document,  rewritings,  insertions,  and  erasures  are  made 
as  follows: 

1.  page  3.  The  word  "army"  ie  inserted  in  two  places. 

2.  page  6.  Four  letters  of  a  Japanese  word  for  English  "mainly"  are 

inserted. 

3.  page  7.  Two  letters  of  a  Japanese  word  for  English  "yes"  are  in¬ 

serted. 

4.  page  18.  Two  letters  of  a  Japanese  word  for  English  "spirit"  are 

inserted. 

5.  page  20.  One  letter  of  a  Japanese  word  for  English  "house"  is  re¬ 

written. 

KaJ .  Gen .  Karoma  0TSUB0 
Ivanof 
Petrof . 
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Assistant  Prosecutor: 
Interpreter-officer : 
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• 

fop  f-howin*  the  offonsi\e  operations  of  the  Second  front  ut  the  aeoond 
stiij'f,  of  v. lie  sar  op.flinst  Soviet,  after  the  oucupatijn  of  the  Varitlrae 
J'rovj  nee  wns  uttained  success  "ul  ly ,  and  the  military  forces  of  between 
ten  f.ni  tv.enty  divisions  were  transferred  to  the  direction  of  Chita. 


Jo  Jo  ^en,  Kazuma  Otsubo,  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Third  area  rny 

(lioroh  28,  1946) 
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rap  showing  the  defensive  operations  of  ti  e  6t:  irtny,  bo]  rw;.1  to  tha 
Second  front,  at  the  first  ata«6  of  the  v.er  against  Sovlc.  in  1  $ 43* 
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Acknowledgment 

Cate  St  Place 

I,  the  undersigned,  KaJ.  Gen.  Kasuna  OTSUBO,  Chief  of  Staff 
of  the  Third  front,  delivered  this  acknowledgement  to  Col.  of 
Justice  Ivanof,  Asoistant  Proeecutor  for  the  USSR  at  the  Inter¬ 
national  Military  Tribunal,  Tokyo,  after  having  sworn  that  I,  as 
a  witness,  would  make  only  true  statement  concerning  major  war 
criminals. 

I  was  previously  warned  of  the  responsibility  I  should  take 
upon  myself  in  case  of  false  statements,  according  to  Article  95 
of  the  criminal  law  of  the  USSR. 


MaJ.  Gen.  Kazuna  OTSUBO 


Recipient  of  this  acknowledgement 

Assistant  Prosecutor  for  the  USSR 
at  the  International  Military  Tribunal 
Tokyo 

Ivanof. 
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